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Please return to award@nwhydro.org by December 8, 2023


Criteria for Nomination
The Pamela E. Klatt Annual Award is presented to an individual within the regional hydropower industry who:
· Exemplifies the mission of NWHA:
“NWHA is dedicated to the promotion of the region’s waterpower as clean, efficient renewable energy while protecting the fisheries and environmental quality which characterize our Northwest region.”
· Approaches each project with a strong commitment to the balance between resource protection and resource development;
· Demonstrates a true appreciation for the views and responsibilities of everyone involved;
· Demands the best work, always, from themselves and others; and
· Encourages others’ professional development as mentor and colleague

For a sample of recommendations from previous awardees, please visit: https://www.nwhydro.org/awards.html. Nominators are invited to provide multiple letters supporting the nomination and help the steering committee fully learn about each nominee.  

Nominee’s Information
Nominee Name: Barbara Craig, Partner, Stoel Rives LLP	
Contact Information: barbara.craig@stoel.com; (503) 318-6048

Proposer Information
Proposed By: Cherise Gaffney, Partner, Stoel Rives LLP	
Contact Information: cherise.gaffney@stoel.com; (206) 300-2862

Recommendation
Summary of Nominee’s career/actions exemplifying the criteria standards:  

Exemplifies the mission of NWHA. Barb has devoted her legal career to resolving complex environmental compliance and relicensing issues to advance and promote hydropower projects. One of the region’s first Endangered Species Act (ESA) lawyers, Barb’s experience on precedential spotted owl issues on behalf of the timber industry allowed her to expertly advise her hydropower clients as salmon and steelhead ESA listings proliferated along the West Coast throughout the 1990s and 2000s. Barb’s passion and creativity in addressing complex ESA compliance issues while promoting and protecting the region’s hydropower fleet is respected and admired among industry and regulators alike. She has represented many of the hydro owners and operators and related trade associations in the Northwest, including Chelan PUD, PacifiCorp, PGE, Avista, and Northwest RiverPartners. Moreover, for over a decade, Barb devoted countless hours to advancing NWHA’s mission through her roles as NWHA General Counsel, Board member, and ultimately Board President. Since her time on the Board, Barb has continued to connect members and advance the story of hydropower by leading NWHA’s Women in Hydro Portland chapter. Barb’s role in the protection and advancement of hydropower interests across the Northwest has made a significant mark.

Approaches each project with a strong commitment to the balance between resource protection and resource development. Barb’s guiding principle is that lasting solutions must be science-based, founded on the merits, and consistent with the intent of governing laws. Examples from her career abound – from negotiating settlement agreements for PacifiCorp’s hydro fleet, to helping Chelan PUD obtain and implement Habitat Conservation Plans for its mid-Columbia projects, to successfully defending against a preliminary injunction for the Columbia River Power System on behalf of Northwest RiverPartners. Barb’s relationships with regulators and her science-based approach to problems has gained her a reputation as someone who brings rational solutions to complex legal and resource issues. 

Demonstrates a true appreciation for the views and responsibilities of everyone involved. Barb is a gifted listener and communicator. Her ability to understand the true motivation and concerns of both her clients and agency staff allows her to find elegant solutions for her clients.

Demands the best work, always, from themselves and others. Barb’s passion for protecting her clients’ interests is her greatest strength. As those who have worked with (or opposite) her know, she advocates vigorously and is relentless in the face of a challenge. Barb is gifted at connecting the right people within her clients’ organizations and within the regulatory agencies in order to get the right people in the room to “get to yes.” Whether she is analyzing a legal issue, negotiating with agency staff for a positive resolution, or identifying needed changes within a client’s organization, Barb’s energy to find answers and help implement them is what makes her so valuable to her clients.

Encourages others’ professional development as mentor and colleague. Barb epitomizes what a senior member of this industry should be. Since my early days as an associate at Stoel Rives, Barb has been a true mentor and friend, offering feedback, discussing strategy, and taking an unselfish approach to managing our client work. To this day, I think “what would Barb do” when facing unique legal or professional challenges. Barb’s generosity in mentoring has extended well beyond Stoel Rives, as many reading this will recognize. Barb’s investment in her colleagues, clients and friends in the hydro industry is deeply personal and is the biggest source of satisfaction in her career. This relationship building is also part of what makes her such effective counsel. 

Quotes from Proposer or from Other Supporters to be used at presentation
Please provide a quote(s) that can be used during the presentation to recognize the nominee. 

Alene Underwood
Natural Resources Director, Chelan PUD
alene.underwood@chelanpud.org

“I met Barb Craig early on in my hydro industry career. I was quickly amazed by her ability to always contemplate the big picture of a thorny and complicated issue, while simultaneously delving proficiently among the finest details of a legal argument. This is a true art! Over the last two decades working for Chelan PUD, Barb has served as a trusted and proven expert, strategic thinker, and advocate for issues of utmost importance to the PUD. Barb has helped the PUD secure operational flexibility at our hydro projects while providing certainty to our ratepayers and agency partners. Barb also continues to be an ardent supporter of women in the hydropower industry and she provides a class-act example of how women lifting each other up can be rewarding and impactful.”

Terry Flores
Former Executive Director, Northwest RiverPartners
Former Hydroelectric Licensing Director, PacifiCorp
msliddy@gmail.com

“It has been a great honor and privilege to work with Barb Craig during her incredible career. She was a key legal, strategy and stakeholder advisor and negotiator in some of PacifiCorps’ most challenging hydro relicensing efforts:  Condit dam removal, North Umpqua, and Klamath to name a few. She exemplifies ALL of the attributes of the Pam Klatt award but her superpower is her ability to develop positive and long lasting relationships, building trust, not just with clients but with all stakeholders in the process. Her remarkable blend of legal and regulatory expertise, combined with understanding and strong negotiation skills, resulted in creative solutions and positive outcomes for all parties in our FERC and Endangered Species Act (ESA) proceedings. Best of all, she brings a special positive, upbeat attitude that helps make challenging situations so much better, for everyone involved. As an example, I first met Barb as she was trying to explain the workings of the ESA to the Pacific NW Utilities Conference Committee trade association using her Forest Service experience as a spotted owl “hooter.” This included demonstrating “hooting,” bringing the onerous requirements home, in a realistic and entertaining way! Most importantly, Barb is known for her incredible integrity and tireless work ethic. So, so many in the hydro relicensing and ESA communities, locally and nationally, count her a trusted colleague and friend—a true tribute—that embodies the spirit of the Pam Klatt award.” 

Marty Acker
Asst. Field Supervisor, Bipartisan Infrastructure Team
USFWS, Washington Ecological Services  *Note: quote approved by USFWS to share publicly.
Marty_acker@fws.gov

“In my role with the US Fish and Wildlife Service in Washington State, it's been a privilege to work closely with Barb Craig on a variety of Habitat Conservation Plans in both developing and implementation phases.  Barb helps the USFWS and her clients to quickly reach shared understandings about the conservation opportunities and practical project details, along with durable conservation plan documentation.  Barb's openness, wisdom, and collaboration are always shared thoughtfully to solve conservation planning puzzles together.  Barb's excellent coordination and follow through benefit regional hydropower projects in the Northwest by promoting consistent implementation of the Chelan PUD's Habitat Conservation Plan, and other Endangered Species Act compliance approaches.  Barb's incredible ability to translate between regulatory and commercial planning languages routinely helps our community hear each other's needs most clearly.  Beyond legal advising, Barb's deep understanding of people is key to effective planning partnerships.  Barb helps us all to balance resource protection and resource development in line with agency authorities in a complex environment.  I gratefully appreciate Barb's partnership through many years of conservation planning and implementation.”

If your nominee is selected, you are requested to introduce them at the award ceremony. 
Please check the appropriate box:
___X__I would

_____Other. Please specify: _______________________________________________

_____Not Sure
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